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Reflections from AIM Staff
The people who work in an organization are its most valuable asset. 
This issue features the staff who joined the AIM team in 2014. We 
are grateful for the energy and vision they bring to their work.

Dervin with students at 
Gateway to English

Dervin Martin 
I was first introduced to the work of AIM 
in 2012, when I came to Poland with The 
Hope Singers. During the three week 
tour, some members of that current team 
kept encouraging me to move over to 
Poland and teach at AIM’s English school, 
Gateway to English. I will admit I was 
slightly interested in the idea of teaching 
English in a foreign school at the time, but 
I was already committed for another year 
of teaching at Pleasant Valley Mennonite 
School, a Christian day school in Ephrata, 
PA. To summarize the happenings of the 
next two years, I felt the Lord was opening 
doors and saying it was now time for me 
to move to Poland. 

I really do love the different scenes and 
European culture that is now part of my 
everyday life, but there are difficulties 
with that as well. One of my greatest joys 
is also the biggest challenge I face. I love 
teaching! It’s a joy to be able to spend 
many hours with students teaching them 
and getting to know who they are, to 
understand the joys and heartaches they 
have faced and are encountering! I have 
experience with a lecturing style 

classroom where I taught concepts us-
ing English, but here in Poland we teach 
English and only English, and learning to 
teach this way has been a challenge some 
days. I still get to teach and I am especially 
enjoying getting to know some 17 and 18 
year old men that I have individual classes 
with. I am inspired to hear and talk about 
what is happening in their lives, and yet 
challenging to know how to answer some 
questions which arise from our discus-
sions.

The Polish language is of course the main 
mountain I’m trying to climb at the mo-
ment! It is slowly coming, and I’m excited 
to be able to understand more every 
week! I feel confident going throughout 
a normal day which may involve going to 
shops, market, and buying train tickets 
and figuring out train schedules, but ask 
me to hold a conversation with any indi-
vidual, that would be a far stretch!

I want to continue to be a light for Christ 
throughout my days here in Mińsk, and 
no matter what challenge comes my way, 
I want to be faithful to Him! Thank you for 
your interest in the work of AIM!



Some supporters of AIM make 
monthly financial contributions, 
for which we are very grateful. To 
address the gap between donations 
and actual monthly expenses, we 
are seeking additional supporters 
who will commit to regular giving, 
whether large or small amounts.

Donations can be earmarked for 
staff support, Gateway to English, 
or Seed of Truth. If you would 
like additional information about 
how funds are used or if you 
wish to pledge ongoing support, 
please contact Matthew Mast at 
homeoffice@aimpoland.org or 
(814) 789-4394.

Partnering 
with AIM

Marlin Hostetter
My journey to Poland began with a timely 
email inquiring if I would be interested 
in teaching English in Poland. I had never 
been in Europe nor taught English before, 
so there have been a lot of new things 
to learn. I moved here in June in time for 
English Day Camp and Hope Singers in 
August. 

Learning to appreciate the culture, food 
and scenery here in Poland is seldom dif-
ficult. The magical beauty of the colorful 
architecture in a city’s “old town” never 
grows old! Neither do the yummy breads, 
vegetables and flavor-bursting soups that 
are typical of Polish cuisine. 

My primary job is teaching conversational 
English. Coming from farm-related work, 
this continues to be an adjustment. One 
of my favorite aspects about teaching is 
that it brings me in contact with many 
interesting people and conversations. 
Talking about culture, politics, history, 
hobbies, or personal stories are some of 
my favorite things to do. 

The Poland I see today has drastically 
changed from what it was 25 years ago. 
Students tell me of waiting 5-6 hours in 
line to buy food or when grocery stores 
only had vinegar on their shelves. The 
vibrant pink, purple, red and yellow 
colored buildings tell me of the reaction 
to Communistic grey colored buildings. I 
remember my student’s stories when I get 
frustrated in the grocery store line or at 
the lack of customer service.

Getting away from what was familiar and 
comfortable has been stretching. En-
couraging and rewarding moments come 
when I see progress in understanding this 
strange language, develop new friend-
ships, or learn more about this country’s 
diverse history. I appreciate prayer for 
creativity in teaching, grace and persever-
ance for the difficult times and that we 
could encourage and support the local 
church.

 

Dervin with his junior high group
Anita and Ria with Dorota 
Zima and her children 
Tymoteusz and EunikaPlaying a word game at English Night



Jonathan Miller
It’s winter! We are finally enjoying a more 
constant snow cover. Poland is having 
an unusually warm winter so there are 
a lot of kids excited about seeing snow. 
Our children thought snow would never 
come. Christmas was a busy time with 
group activities, suppers, baking cookies, 
and, well, dealing with the heavy traffic 
in town. English school has been going 
well with over 125 students this year. Our 
teachers are doing a super job teaching 
and we have people on the waiting list for 
private classes.

I spent most of the month of January tak-
ing an intensive Polish language course. 
This involved a 45 minute commute by 
train to Warsaw every day to the lan-
guage school, three hours in class, and 
a train ride home. It was a really good 
class that made the Polish language feel 
a little more attainable. I really enjoyed 
the interaction with students from France, 
Ukraine, Canada, Germany, and Colum-
bia, South America, as well as meeting 
another missionary from North Carolina.

Sarah Sommers
Since moving to Poland in September, I 
have managed to increase my manual 
transmission driving skills a small amount. 
My students are still waiting for that glori-
ous day when I drive them home without 
stalling, because that is the day that we 
will celebrate with chocolate.  

My job is teaching the children of the Her-
shberger and Miller families. My days are 
filled to the brim with Polish studies, les-
son preparation, violin and guitar lessons, 
and church activities. I have five students 
this year and together we have conquered 
four-part harmony, raised three fish, 
and killed a worm farm. We learn Polish, 
Chemistry, kindness, and most important-
ly, we are learning about the power  of

prayer. God has answered many prayers 
concerning distant loved ones, local 
needs, the healing of a beloved dog, and 
a white Christmas surprise snowfall at 
9:00 p.m. on Christmas day. We praise 
our awesome God for His goodness, even 
when His answer is different from the one 
we wanted.

There are many beautiful and hard things 
about adjusting to a new culture, home, 
job, and language. I am so thankful for the 
church here and the friends that I have 
made since moving. My God is so good. I 
am so blessed and honored to be a part 
of God’s work here in Poland. All for Him, 
and for His glory!

Stefan isn’t afraid to show his feelings about GTE!Our secretary, Ela, invited the ladies to her 
apartment to make Christmas decorationsDervin with his junior high group

Anita and her helpers doing a 
graffitti banner at English Night



AIM Financial Report
July 1, 2014—December 31, 2014

Available balance April 1, 2014  ........................... $37,181
Income
Unrestricted donations ......................................... $36,436
Restricted donations ............................................ $15,536
English lessons ...................................................... $12,964
Hope Singers fees ................................................. $38,182
Other Income ....................................................... $1
Total income ......................................................... $103,119
Expenses
Labor .................................................................... $37,439
Administrative ...................................................... $354
Facilities ................................................................ $6,997
Personnel .............................................................. $13,132
Public relations ..................................................... $1,656
Publications  ......................................................... $9,491
Supplies ................................................................ $1,981
Transportation ...................................................... $1,333
Utilities ................................................................. $3,033
Hope Singers expenses ......................................... $31,874
Other expenses .................................................... $1,695
Prior period adjustment ....................................... $1,347
Total expenses ...................................................... $110,332
Net profit (loss)..................................................... $(7,213)
Assets released from restriction ........................... $15,536
Restricted funds December 31, 2014 ................... $0
Available unrestricted funds ............................... $29,968

Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
City _______________ State ____ Zip _______

q Monthly Sponsorship:
__$100 __$50 __$20 __$10 ______ (Other)
____Gateway to English school
____Seed of Truth magazine
____Staff Support
____General needs

q One-time donation:  $_________
____Gateway to English school
____Seed of Truth magazine
____Church Library/Literature Fund
____General needs

Please send your pledge and/or check to:
Anabaptist International Ministries

P.O. Box 62
Guys Mills, PA  16327

And email your pledge to:
aimpoland@aimpoland.org 

Be sure to include this card when sending your donation. 
Note on your check specifically what your donation is for.

Anabaptist International Ministries
P.O. Box 62
Guys Mills, PA 16327
Address Service Requested


